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30 Minute Thinker – Daily Learning Connections – CAREER TOOLS - 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

“Establishing a Company Name” Student Activity Sheet  
ENTR 003 

Lesson Objective – To research and conduct preliminary company name searches. 

Student Materials List:  Paper, pencil or student computer, USB and access to Learning Connect small business tools. 

 

So, you want to be a business owner? 

 

After identifying your business purpose and model, it is time to provide your business a company name.  Giving your business a 

name is a very important step in forming your image, your brand and the value of your business.  An online search to discover how 

famous companies received their names can be very surprising and insightful.  For example, Coco-Cola was named after the coca 

leaves and kola nuts used as flavoring.  Reebok was name after an African antelope.  Walmart was named after founder Sam 

Walton.  A business name should be short and concise, but stand out and provide a great amount of information about your 

business. The market is saturated with business messages, so it has to be a name that is functional, descriptive, memorable and fun.   

 

Have you ever seen a company name that does not provide a clue as to its purpose or product?  According to experts, a good 

business name also needs to be catchy and easy to find on the internet, while reflecting your brand and value. Inventive business 

names may be simpler to receive a trademark.  However, they can also create a need to generate an abundant amount of 

advertisement to explain your business’s purpose.   
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To begin the company’s naming process, make a list of your customer’s needs.  “A business name should be memorable and create 

a certain feeling when heard.  Brainstorm. Think about how you want people to feel when they hear the name. Write down the 

words on paper and then categorize them by primary meaning.  Relate. Think about related words and phrases that evoke the 

feelings you want. Hit the thesaurus and find all the synonyms for your words and phrases” (Source: Allen). Online business name 

generators can also be accessed online and may provide some additional business name options.   

 

CREATING MY BUSINESS NAME WORKSHEET 

Please complete the following naming activities to help generate a successful, long-lasting name for your business.   

By doing so, an appropriate company name may become more apparent.  

1. My company image personality would be described as:  

 

2. I want to convey that my business is: 

 

3. My prospective customers will be looking for a product that: 

 

4. Words that are only specific to my industry are:  

 

5. Using a thesaurus, these words can generate additional words, such as: 

 

6. Three descriptive words or positive adjectives that can add action to your business name are: 

For example: Hardrock Café, Southern Roots, Smart Cuts, Expert Auto, Flying J, etc. 
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7. IKEA, Kinko’s, Reebok and Legos are all made up words. Some new words are made up by combing two different words, 

such as WaveTech or UConnect.  A new word or combination of words that could be made up to name my business would 

be: 

 

8. Alliterations are formed by repeating the initial sound of words, such as Golden Goose or Jelly Jar.  One alliteration that could 

be used as a name for my business would be: 

 

9. Rhyming words can be create a fun and memorable business name, such as Eclectic Electric.  Obviously, avoid rhyming 

words that sound corny or unprofessional, such as The Swan Salon.  An online search can render rhyming word generators 

that can assist you in generating a large variety of rhyming words.  Using rhyming words, one business name that could be 

used for my business would be: 

 

10. Some business names have a personal touch by associating a name or initials to your business, such as Milan’s Salon, 

Mike’s Electric, Edward Jones or IKEA.  However, businesses with initials only for a name must work harder to build 

recognition for their business purpose and brand.  One name for your business using a personal name or initials could be: 

 

ONLINE ACTIVITY: 

11. Online Business Name Generators can be found by doing an online search by inserting the words: “Online Business Name 

Generator”.  Insert some of the keywords generated and/or related to your business into the generator.  Some of the favorite 

names for my business from the online generator are:  
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THE AVAILABILITY OF MY PROPOSED BUSINESS NAME  

For this activity, it is suggested that you conduct preliminary inquiries or searches to determine the likelihood that your prospective business 

name is legally available for your personal use. This is for exploratory purposes only.  Each state has different policies and parameters 

about what your business name can be and the use of company suffixes.  For example, most states will not allow a business owner 

to use and register a name with the state that is already in use by another business.  Other states may require a business name to 

reflect the kind of business it represents.  Check with each state on the rules for naming and registering a business. You should 

begin with the Secretary of State’s office or Business Bureau in each state.  

 

In Oklahoma, the Secretary of State’s office website states that “the Business Entities Name Availability search provides you with a 

preliminary search to determine name availability. The name is not reserved until a name reservation is actually accepted and filed 

with the Secretary of State's Office. The final determination of a names' availability will be made by the Business Filing Department” 

(Source: Oklahoma Secretary of State).  Businesses in every state are subject to trade name or trademark infringement lawsuits, which 

can prove costly. That’s why you should check your prospective business name, trade name or trademark against other business names 

within a state.    

 

To register your company name as a national trademark is pretty simple.  As on the state level, before completing an online registration form, 

it is still recommended that an availability search be conducted using the official trademark database, maintained by the United State Patent 

and Trademark Office. – The Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS).  “This search engine allows you to search the United Patent 

and Trademark Office (USPTO)'s database of registered trademarks and prior pending applications to find marks (trade names) that 

may prevent registration due to a likelihood of confusion refusal.” (Source: United Patent and Trademark Office). This database 

ensures that another company has not registered the same or similar name or mark for the same categories of goods and services that you 

plan to provide.  U.S. trademark protection is granted only to the first entity to use a particular name or mark in the geographic area where it 

operates, regardless of whether the mark is registered.  Nonetheless, if you were the first to use a name or mark and then you file it, but it is 

already registered, you will be rejected.  You will have to attain a lawyer to prove that you used the name or symbol first.  This may be a costly 

endeavor.  

 

In summary, the following links will allow you to do some preliminary research to explore the availability of prospective business names, trade 

names and trademarks on the state (Oklahoma) and national level.  However, since a business must have an established legal business 

structure before a business can be registered, business structure will be addressed in the next entrepreneurship tool within this series. 
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For portfolio purposes, please select a company/ business name, if available, after completing a preliminary search on the state level.  You 

are welcome to check to see if you will be able to use your business/trade name to operate nationally by also conducting a trademark search.  

 

Exploring Legal Business Names and Trade Names 

Oklahoma Business Name Inquiry or Search Oklahoma Secretary of State Business Entity Search  

https://www.sos.ok.gov/corp/corpInquiryFind.aspx 

 

United States Trademark Office Name or Mark 

Inquiry or Search 

U.S. Patent & Trademark Electronic Search System (“TESS”) database Office: 

http://tmsearch.uspto.gov/bin/gate.exe?f=tess&state=4809:hy222p.1.1 

 

 

 

  

https://www.sos.ok.gov/corp/corpInquiryFind.aspx
http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/index.jsp
http://tmsearch.uspto.gov/bin/gate.exe?f=tess&state=4809:hy222p.1.1
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Build portions of your “Small Business Portfolio” concerning your Company/Business’s Name by completing the worksheet provided. 

 

MY COMPANY/BUSINESS NAME 

My Proposed Legal Company/Business Name: 

 

 

In my own words, the process and cost for establishing this name is: (process and fees) 

 

 

(Optional) My Proposed Trade Business Name/DBA: 

 

 

In my own words, the process and cost for establishing this name is: (process and fees) 

 

 

This name was chosen because: 
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MY PROPOSED COMPANY/BUSINESS NAME 

Please insert the business name selected for your business store front.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Insert Company Name) 
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MY SMALL BUSINESS PORTFOLIO 

 

PORTFOLIO SECTION – Executive Summary – (1 – 2 sentences per item) 

 

Introduction 

The legal name of my business is: 

(This name will not become official until the business name is registered with the Secretary of State within your state.  More 

information available on the state registration process in Career Tool – ENTR 006.) 
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