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30 Minute Thinker – Daily Learning Connections –– GROUP READING TOOLS 

“Last Word” Student Activity Sheet 
ENL GR 002 DI-READING ONLY 

Lesson Objective – To analyze and summarize information during reading instruction by identifying a significant quote to 
discover more meaning and increase focus, comprehesion and understanding. 

Tool Description – Instructor will guide the students to divide into small groups with reading material divided into sections.  Each 

small group member will draw their small group role and section number.  Then, students will be directed to read their assigned 

section and select a significant quote.  Next, each section leader one will share their significant quote and request that each member 

share why they think the quote is significant.  To end the discussion, the section leader will share why the quote was significant to 

him or her. 

Supplemental (Alexa) Voice Narration and PowerPoint Student Guidance Available for this Specific Tool:  To preview or 
download accompanying narration and guidance accessory tools, such as an Alexa script or a PowerPoint, please go back to the 
original download page by inserting GC206 into the Main Search Bar or use the following link:  
https://learningconnect.org/tool/gc206-group-reading-last-word-reading-tool-for-group-reading-assignment/  (You must be currently 
subscribed and logged into the Learning Connect website to access this link.) 

Required Student Materials List:  paper and pencil per student     

    

(Optional) Student Materials List:  Sample Worksheet – Last Word Passage Location and Note Sheet 

(This worksheet can be created on student’s own paper while simply proceeding, as directed, through the activity.) 

(Optional) Class Materials List:  scissors, slips of paper and a container or envelope per group.  (A sheet of paper folded in half 
and stapled down on each side to create a pocket effect can substitute as a container.)    

https://learningconnect.org/tool/gc206-group-reading-last-word-reading-tool-for-group-reading-assignment/
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SMGR – Small Group Resources  

A. Leadership Role Strips or Draw Cards - noting role and tasks are available for a quick use. (Index cards, cut in half, create 
good draw cards.)  The small group draw tools can be laminated to ensure multiple use. 

B. Drawing Container - (A sheet of paper, folded in half and stapled down on each side creating a pocket effect, can substitute 
as a container).   

Other Possible Small Group Supplies – time keeping device, scissors, flip chart and markers, multiple copies of the Small Group 
Ground Rules  
 
To access all ten-minute prep small group tools and accessories, please insert SG001 into the Classroom Management Search 
Bar or use for the following Small Group Ten Minute-Prep-Steps link. https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-
tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/  (You must be currently subscribed and logged into the Learning Connect website to access this link.) 
 
Teacher Note:  For initial leadership role training or a longer-term small group activity, please insert SG002 into the Classroom 
Management Search Bar to access the small group tools with the Small Group Leadership Role Guides or use the following link. 
https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr2-sg002-small-group-tool-leadership-prep-and-role-review/   (You must be currently subscribed 
and logged into the Learning Connect website to access this link.) 

Teacher Contribution:  a.  Provide and divide a Lesson-Related Reading Assignment into sections.  b.  Share step-by-step 
instructions for administering the Last Word process within a small group, as provided. 

 

  

https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/
https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/
https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr2-sg002-small-group-tool-leadership-prep-and-role-review/
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Last Word 
Student Instructions 

 

Last Word is a small group activity that allows a participant to own a passage by selecting and sharing the most 

significant quote within his/her own passage.  Each small group member will lead his group in reading and sharing about 

his/her assigned/ selected passage.  The passage owner will ask each member to read the passage silently, then he/she 

will share his/her chosen significant quote.  Then, he/she will request the remaining members to share why they think the 

quote (point) is significant.   As a final step, the passage owner will share why he/ she really thinks the chosen quote is 

significant, thereby having the Last Word.  As directed by your teacher, follow the “Last Word” Small Group Prep 

Instructions to prepare for this activity. 

 

LAST WORD SMALL GROUP PREP INSTRUCTIONS 

1. As directed by your teacher, your class will be divided into small groups of three to six members.  Each small group 

will select a Facilitator and Timekeeper.   

 

Please Note:  As directed by your teacher, these group roles may be elected, appointed by the instructor or 

drawn from a container. This container will have slips of paper with “Facilitator” and “Timekeeper” listed on one of 

the slips.  The remaining slips of paper will indicate a “participant” number (member).  The slips of paper should 

equal the number of participants currently in your small group.  (An envelope or a paper folded in half and stapled 

down on each side can create a pocket to substitute for a container.) 

 

As directed by your teacher, the same reading material, such as a handout or web page, will be distributed to each 
small group.  The reading material should then be divided into six sections (or adjusted to the number of small group 
members.)   Your instructor may opt to divide the reading material in advance to ensure consistent passage division 
in all groups.   

 
2. The next step, as directed, is to draw a section number to determine each member’s assigned reading section and 

small group role.  A role consists of either Facilitator, Time Keeper or Participant only.  The first step is for the 
Facilitator to direct the participants to read their assigned section and select a significant quote that stands out to 
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them within their section.  The teacher will suggest the timeline to complete this step based upon the length of 
reading and number of participants in the small groups.  The Timekeeper will ensure that his or her small group 
accomplishes each step of this activity within the time designated.  
 
Please note - In other words, make an extra copy of the reading material, just cut into sections to match the number 
of students in the group. (Be sure to include a passage number on each individual section/passage strips before 
inserting into the container.)  Insert section strip into a container.  Allow each group member to draw a section strip.  
  

STARTING THE LAST WORD PROCESS 

 
3. Starting with Group Member One, he/she will direct his/her small group to read and analyze his/her assigned 

section(s).  During this time, Group Member One will find a Significant Quote (Point) to share with the group, 
however not share the reason for his quote selection. 
 

A. Next, Group Member One will ask remaining group members to share: 
  

Why do you think this selected quote is significant? 
 
To shorten activity, a designated number of participants will be asked to respond, such as two or three, as 
opposed to all participants in the group sharing for each section. The sections numbers and container can be 
used by each group member, at his/her turn, to draw a participant’s number (same as section number).  Be sure 
and draw numbers one at a time to keep other members from disengaging.) 
 
B. Then, Group Member One will then share why he/she thinks the Significant Quote (Point) is significant, 

thereby having the Last Word. 
 

C. This activity will continue until all other members have selected and shared their own passage, engaged other 
participants and then revealed his/her significant quote explanation. 
 

D. Last, the group will select the member by consensus who makes the strongest contribution to report out to the 
remaining class member. 
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EASY OPTION:  Teacher will hand out copies of an article or other content with highlighters.  Then, each student will read 

copy. Then, find and highlight a significant quote or point.   When called upon, each student will share their reasoning on 

why they thought the quote was significant.  Other students with the same quote can also chime in and share their 

reasoning following the initial share.  After all students with the same quote has shared, by a remaining student.  This 

process will continue until all students have shared and participated. 

 

ADDENDUM – LAST WORD RESOURCES -  

A.  Section Numbers for Small Group Roles and Reading Passage/Section(s) in Text - If preferred, each member 

can receive or draw a number to determine their section of the reading.  Based upon number in group and number of 

sections, some participants may receive more than one section. 

B.  Container for Drawing Small Group Roles and Reading Section Numbers - Fold in half and staple down both 

sides to create a container/envelope for drawing member reading sections. 

 

C.  Last Word Notetaking Sheet - document for taking notes on each passage. 
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 ENL-GR-002 – LAST WORD -  Section Numbers for Drawing Sections in Reading Text - Each member can receive or 

draw a number to determine their section of the reading material.  

 

Last Word 

 

 

1 
(FACILITATOR) 

 

 

Last Word 

 

 

2 

Last Word 

 

 

3 
Last Word 

 

 

4 
(TIMEKEEPER) 

 

 

Last Word 

 

 

5 

Last Word 

 

 

6 
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ENL-GR-002 - LAST WORD CONTAINER for Drawing Section Numbers  

(Fold in half and staple down both sides to create a container/envelope for drawing member reading sections.) 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

  

  

  

LAST WORD 
 

A. Designated Group Member will share quote from his/her section and ask remaining group members 
to respond:   

 

Why do you think this selected quote is significant? 

 

B. For shorten version, determine the number of responders in advance.  Draw each participant’s 
number out of container one at a time to keep other members from disengaging. 

C. Last, the Designated Group Member will share “Why They Think Their Significant Quote (Point) Is 
Significant,” thereby having the LAST WORD. 
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(SHEET OF PAPER FORMAT) 

   LAST WORD PASSAGE LOCATION AND NOTE SHEET 

Passage Section 1   Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address): 

 

Paragraph (From ______________________________________to  __________________________________________ 

Student Name: 

SIGNIFICANT QUOTE/POINT and NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

Passage Section 2   Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address): 

 

Paragraph (From ______________________________________to  __________________________________________ 

Student Name: 

SIGNIFICANT QUOTE/POINT and NOTES: 
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Passage Section 3   Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address): 

 

Paragraph (From ______________________________________to  __________________________________________ 

Student Name: 

SIGNIFICANT QUOTE/POINT and NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

  

Passage Section 4   Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address): 

 

Paragraph (From ______________________________________to  __________________________________________ 

Student Name: 

SIGNIFICANT QUOTE/POINT and NOTES: 
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Passage Section 5   Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address): 

 

Paragraph (From ______________________________________to  __________________________________________ 

Student Name: 

SIGNIFICANT QUOTE/POINT and NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

Passage Section 6  
 

Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address): 

 

Paragraph (From ______________________________________to  __________________________________________ 

Student Name: 

SIGNIFICANT QUOTE/POINT and NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from Sweeney, Diane. (01/01/2003). Learning Along the Way: Professional Development by and for Teachers. Stenhouse Publishers. 
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SCIENTIFIC LEARNING STRATEGIES: 

Learning Cluster Resource – 010 – Critical Thinking Strategies 

Learning Cluster Resource – 042 – Reading Comprehension Strategies  

Learning Cluster Resource – 050 – Reflection Strategies  

 

COMMUNITY: 

009 – Cooperative Learning, Community and Collaboration Strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2019 Learning Connect - All Rights Reserved.  Once Learning Connect copy content is cut and pasted into an electronic virtual digital 

assistant or any media device, it cannot be shared using the electronic means available on the app or by any other device.  This Learning 
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