
SMALL GROUP TOOLS 

This tool can use small groups. To access all ten-minute prep 
small group tools and accessories, please insert SG001 into 
the Main Search Bar or use for the following link - Small Group 
Ten Minute-Prep-Steps:

https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-
tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/
(You must be currently subscribed and logged into the 
Learning Connect website to access this link.)

TEACHER REFERENCE:

https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/


Teacher Note:  Instructor will determine number of different 
lesson topics to be addressed.  Four topics is suggested.  Each 
small group should have the same number of members as 
number of topics, if possible. Adjustments will be made later.

Teacher Note:  Small Group Number Adjustment - In the event 
of too many in a group for the number of topics to be 
addressed, two members may receive the same letter and 
work together as experts in an expert group, representing 
their base group. 

TEACHER REFERENCE:



Jigsaw Style Expertise
Lesson Guide



Jigsaw is a strategy to create knowledge 
experts.  Each student will become a 
member of a small base group and a 
member of an expert group.  Let me explain.

INTRODUCTION



As directed, BEFORE instruction…

1. Divide into small groups.  These small 
groups are called the “BASE GROUP”.

STEP ONE



2. Each member will draw a letter – A, B, C, 
and D to determine their expert and 
group role.  If uneven numbers are in a 
group, some participants may have the 
same letter and share the responsibility.

STEP TWO



All individuals with letter “A” meet in 
left front corner of room.  All individuals 
with letter “B” meet in right front corner 
of room, C, D, etc.  
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BASE GROUP
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A, B, C, D

EXPERT 

GROUP B
EXPERT 

GROUP C

EXPERT 

GROUP D



Next, each group will receive a different 
topic related to the lesson to study and 
discuss.  For example, the “A” members 
will become “EXPERT GROUP A” and will 
draw or be assigned ONE topic to 
explore and learn together.  This process 
will continue with groups “B”, “C”, “D”, 
etc..



As directed, DURING instruction…

3. Next, each Expert Group will draw their 
group role and listen, read and research 
a lesson topic for a set time to share 
back with his/her base group.

(To fulfill your expert role, be prepared to share with 
your base group – a FIVE MINUTE REFLECTION.)

STEP THREE



(Sheet of Paper)

EXPERT TEAM REFLECTION NOTES
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):
TOPIC/CONCEPT:
EXPERT TEAM MEMBERS:

(Used to take Expert Notes for Base Group Presentation)

Reflection Notes:



As directed, AFTER instruction…

4. Last, Expert Team Member will return to 
his/her base group and provide a Five-
Minute “EXPERT REFLECTION”.  
Remaining Base Team Members will 
taking notes, as each member presents.  
Be prepared to share results with class.
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(Sheet of Paper)

BASE TEAM REFLECTION NOTES
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Base Team 

Members

A. B. C. D.

Expert Team Member A:

Topic:

Expert Team Member B:

Topic:

Expert Team Member C:

Topic:

Expert Team Member D:

Topic:
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