
SMALL GROUP TOOLS 

This tool can use small groups. To access all ten-minute prep 
small group tools and accessories, please insert SG001 into 
the Main Search Bar or use for the following link - Small Group 
Ten Minute-Prep-Steps:

https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-
tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/
(You must be currently subscribed and logged into the 
Learning Connect website to access this link.)

TEACHER REFERENCE:

https://learningconnect.org/tool/smgr1-sg001-small-group-tool-ten-minute-prep-steps/


STUDENT WORK FORMAT

Before lesson begins, determine if students should use index 
cards or sheets of paper to complete their assignment.  A 
separate Power Point has been developed for student 
guidance using both formats - index cards or sheets of paper. 
Please proceed to the proper beginning slide, based upon 
selected format.

TEACHER REFERENCE:



PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ELABORATION SLIDE GUIDE:

Please proceed to the proper beginning slide, based upon 
selected format.
A.  For Practical Experience Elaboration Squares (using index 
cards) – Start at Slide 4
B.  For Practical Experience Elaboration Sheets (using sheets 
of paper) – Start at Slide 17

TEACHER REFERENCE:



Practical Experience Elaboration Squares
Lesson Guide



Elaboration allows for more connection to 
the topic by increasing retention and long-
term retrieval. It creates a richer bank of 
information and allows you to understand a 
concept better with easier recall and 
increased memory.  

INTRODUCTION



As directed, AFTER lecture or reading…individually, with a 
partner or small group…

1. Using index cards or half sheets of 
paper, referred to as Elaboration 
Squares, write the topics or concepts 
provided by the instructor.  Write 
small. Leave room, on front of the 
card, for major details later.    

STEP ONE



After receiving and inserting the topic or 
concept on your card, define it.
(A separate index card should be used 
for each major topic/concept assigned.)



(Front - Index Card)

(__A)                                   PRACTICAL ELABORATION SQUARES
Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

Key Topic/Concept:

Define:



2. Next, define and provide a list of major 
details on the topic or concept 
assigned.  Write on the front of your 
index card or square, as space is 
available.  (You may have to continue 
on to the back of your index cards for 
details.)

STEP TWO



Please note:  If more space is needed, 
after using the backside of a card to 
address the same topic, use a new 
index card. Be sure and label the cards 
sequentially with the topic number, 
and the next alphabet letter, such as 
(1A), (1B), etc. 



(Front - Index Card)

(__A)                                   PRACTICAL ELABORATION SQUARES
Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

Key Topic/Concept:

Define:

Major Details:



Next, think about an example of how 
this information could be useful to 
you in a real-world situation or event. 
Then, flip your index card over and 
write your example.  (You may have to 
use a new card.)



(Back - Index Card)

PRACTICAL ELABORATION SQUARES
Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

Daily, Practical Example/Experience:

(If directed, you may put the Class Information, such as, Name, Course, Date, Class Hour, 

Unit/Chapter, Lesson/Topic/Concept, Group Name/Number on a separate index card and clip 

to the remaining index cards for later reference.)



3. Last, when directed, share about the 
assigned topics or concepts to a 
partner, small group or class.  Then, 
take notes as others present their 
topic information.  

STEP THREE



As directed, …

Last, bind cards together to create an 
in-depth Study Guide for the chapter 
or unit.   





Practical Experience Elaboration Sheets
Lesson Guide



Elaboration allows for more connection to 
the topic by increasing retention and long-
term retrieval. It creates a richer bank of 
information and allows you to understand a 
concept better with easier recall and 
increased memory.  

INTRODUCTION



As directed, AFTER lecture or reading…individually, with a 
partner or small group…

1. On the front of a sheet of paper, 
referred to as an “Elaboration Sheet”, 
respond with a practical experience for 
each assigned topic or concept provided 
by your instructor, using the format 
provided.

STEP ONE



Create an Elaboration Sheet by dividing 
a sheet of paper vertically about three 
inches from the left side to create two 
large, vertical columns.  



Then, from the topic list provided, insert 
the first assigned topic/concept in the 
left column of your first Elaboration 
Square Sheet.  



(Sheet of Paper)

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ELABORATION SQUARE
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

Key Topic/Concept:
Define 



2. Define and list the major details for 
each topic or concept provided, on the 
right column.  

STEP TWO



(Sheet of Paper)

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ELABORATION SQUARE
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

Key Topic/Concept:
Define Major Details



Next, think about how this 
information could be useful to you in a 
real-world application, situation or 
event.  



(Sheet of Paper)

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ELABORATION SQUARE
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

Key Topic/Concept:
Define Major Details

Daily, Practical Example/Experience



3. Then, as directed, share about the 
topics or concepts with a partner, small 
group or class.  Then, take notes as 
others present their topic information.  
Next, when instructed, repeat this 
process using another topic or concept 
related to the lesson. 

STEP THREE



(Sheet of Paper)

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ELABORATION SQUARE
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Assignment Reference - (Book, Article, Page number and/or URL address):

1.  Key Topic/Concept:
Define Major Details

Daily, Practical Example/Experience

2.  Key Topic/Concept:

Define Major Details



Last, bind the sheets of paper together 
to create an in-depth Study Guide for 
the chapter or unit.   A spiral notebook 
or binder can help keep sheets 
organized and in sequence.





© 2019 Learning Connect - All Rights Reserved.  Once Learning 
Connect copy content is cut and pasted into an electronic virtual 
digital assistant or any media device, it cannot be shared using the 
electronic means available on the app or by any other device.  This 
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